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WORTHWHILE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES OVERSEAS





	Programme Summary
	Volunteers help to teach English / work as language assistants in Thai, Indian & Sri Lankan primary and secondary schools.  Volunteers typically work in pairs to plan and run activities and games focusing on spoken English, helping to improve confidence levels and make learning English fun.  Volunteers are able to run after-school games, sports, music and art activities.  Volunteers live within the local community during their project and are usually placed with a family in a homestay placement.  This is a unique opportunity to experience a culture first-hand whilst helping to make a real difference.   Volunteers receive training and are given the VESL teaching pack and volunteer handbook before going overseas.  Volunteers are given comprehensive back-up and support whilst overseas.

	Locations
	Northern Thailand : Chiang Rai Province

Sri Lanka : Central & Southern Province

Southern India : Kerala, Tamil Nadu & Andhra Pradesh

	Dates
	4 – 6 weeks over June/July/August/Sept 

3 – 12 months throughout the year

	Project Cost
	4 – 6 week project volunteers are required to raise £900 (inc. deposit) towards the cost of their project.  3 month volunteers must raise £1350 (inc. deposit) and £250 per add. month.

	What does that cover
	Project cost covers meals and accommodation on project, internal transport to project (if Thailand – includes an internal flight from Bangkok to Northern Thailand), comprehensive travel and medical insurance (cover 2 weeks after project end) and volunteer liabilities insurance to cover you working in school.  Cost also covers project set-up, arrival induction and 24-hour backup and support from in-country programme manager.  

	What is not included
	visa fee (£30 - £100 depending on country and visa length); return flights from UK (approx. £350 - £650 depending on location, dates, time booked and airline); meals or accommodation away from the family home; weekend trips away or any independent travel; any inoculations before leaving UK (consult your GP for specific advice).

	Fundraising
	Volunteers are actively encouraged to fundraise their project cost and the total is not due until 2 weeks prior to project start date.  Volunteers are given fundraising guidance from VESL.

	Who can apply
	Each application is judged on its own merit.  Although experience of working with children or teaching would be helpful, specific qualifications and experience are not essential.  Enthusiasm and adaptability are key attributes.  If you have the right character and attitude you may be just who we are looking for.  Please contact enquiries@vesl.org if you have any questions.


If you would like to be considered for this volunteer programme, please complete this application form and email it to   >>>   applications@vesl.org   >>>   you will then be invited to attend one of our info & selections events (see website for dates and deadlines).

Places are limited so please apply early to avoid disappointment.  

Please provide a general overview of your background, skills and experience to help us match you to a suitable project.  There are no formal requirements, each application will be reviewed on its own merit.  Once your application has been reviewed you will be invited to attend an information & selection event where you will find out more about VESL and our projects.  You will get the chance to ask any questions at the Q&A session at the info & selection event and applicants will receive a short interview.  

	YOUR FULL NAME:


	

	DATE OF BIRTH:
	GENDER :     MALE / FEMALE

	CONTACT ADDRESS:


	PERMANENT ADDRESS:

	MOBILE NO:
	HOME NO:

	EMAIL ADDRESS:


Please indicate which country (or countries) you are interested in :

THAILAND

INDIA

SRI LANKA

Please indicate a preferred project length and ideal start date :                                      

Please list your educational qualifications:

	QUALIFICATION
	ORGANISATION
	GRADE(S)

	
	
	



	Please tell us about any previous experience you may have had with a 

voluntary organisation or tell us about an occasion when you gave your time to help others:




	Please tell us about any time you have lived, travelled or worked overseas: 




	Please tell us about any teaching experience you have had and / or any experience you have of working with children:




	Please use this space to tell us anything else that you think will help your application:




Do you have a current (clear) CRB certificate?
Yes / No

(NB: certificates must be issued within last 3 years - we can apply for a CRB cert. if you do not have one)

Have you ever been received a caution or convicted for a criminal offence?

Yes / No

If yes, please provide us with details:

Please note : As you are applying to work with children the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act (1974) is not applicable and applicants are therefore required to list any caution / conviction including those deemed 'spent' under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act (1974).  If you would like to receive a copy of our CRB policy please contact enquiries@vesl.org

Character Referees :

Please provide details for two character referees.  Your referees must not be related to you and should preferably have known you in a professional / working capacity or known you in a previous volunteer role / have knowledge of your experience of working with children.  

	Full Name
	
	
	Full Name
	

	Job Title / Role
	
	
	Job Title / Role
	

	Organisation
	
	
	Organisation
	

	Relationship
	
	
	Relationship
	

	Email address
	
	
	Email address
	

	Telephone no.
	
	
	Telephone no.
	


How did you hear about VESL and our volunteer programme?



Google 








Gum Tree







Facebook







Uni Email / Mail-out






Uni Dept. Notice Board






Uni Careers Service






Word of mouth







Other 








(please specify _________________________ )

Signed * :____________________________         



Date:_____________

( *simply enter your name if you are emailing your application. )

For further information about the charity and our volunteer opportunities, 

please see the our website - www.vesl.org - or contact us at enquiries@vesl.org

 >>>  submit completed applications to  >>>  applications@vesl.org 

VOLUNTEERS FOR EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT AND LEARNING LTD (VESL)

VESL is an incorporated charity (reg. in England and Wales – charity no. 1117908) and a company limited by guarantee 

(reg. in England and Wales – company no. 5917983) Reg. Office Address : 17 Silk Hill, Buxworth, Derbyshire, SK23 7TA

VESL Volunteer Programme


APPLICATION FORM





What is your current occupation or degree / university / year of study?
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